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Literary sources. The history of Qarabagh, in form as it appears in the 
sources, cannot be verified with certainty in regard of the early medieval 
epoch. Our earliest evidence on Qarabagh is connected with the Oirats 
who may have settled there in the early Mongol period.” Our next evi- 
dence on Qarabagh is dated by the time of the Ilkhanid sultan Abū Sa‘id 
(1316-1336). During his reign Qarabagh belonged to Hasan-i Büzürg of 
the Mongol Ilkanid family, otherwise known as Jalayirid dynasty. Besides 
it, by AH 727 (1326/7) Hasan also owned the provinces of Adharbayjan, 
Mughan, Arran and Shirwan.? In AH 733 Abū Sa‘id appointed Muhammad 
Kushchi, the son of Baytmish, governor of Qarabagh.* The decisive battle 
of Dhü'l Qada 738 (1338) where the Jalayirid Hasan defeated his oppo- 
nents in face of the Diyar Bakr Oirats leader ‘Ali Padshah, provided 


* We would like to thank Dr. Pavel Chobanyan (IOS, Yerevan), Dr. Kristine Kostikyan 
(IOS, Yerevan), Dr. Yervand Grekyan (IOS, Yerevan), Bagrat Sahakyan (Yerevan), Far- 
bod Mosanef (Tehran) and Alexander Akopyan (Moscow) for sharing their information 
with us as well as useful discussions and advice. 

! This article is a part of the project entitled “Literary sources and numismatic evidence 
on the history of Armenia in the post-Ilkhanid period (1350-1469 AD) (A comparative 
analysis of oriental sources)” (2013-2015) supported by the State Committee of Science 
MES RA. 

2 We know that a certain Shadhi from the Aqtachi (aqtajt) family was executed in 
Qarabagh in 1280s (AL-AHRI, 1984, p. 92). From the same family rose Sütay, the head of 
the Oirat clan, and whose descendants ruled in Diyar Bakr and southern Armenia in the 
mid-14" century (VARDANYAN, 2013, pp. 9-10). During the reign of the IIkhànid sultan 
Sulayman (1341-1344) Qarabagh was administered by amirs among whom the sources 
mention Shaykh Chupan Aqtachi (Hariz-1 ABRU, 2011, p. 176). The Oirats controlled 
Qarabagh for some decades until the Chupanid Malik Ashraf defeated his own uncle Sürghan 
and supporting him Ibrahim-Shah (d. 1347/8), the son of Sütay, near Aladagh in AH 746 
(1345/6) and took Qarabagh for himself (AL-AHRI, 1954, p. 72). 

3 AL-AHRI, 1954, p. 54. 

^ AL-AHRI, 1954, p. 58. 
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Hasan with a political monopoly in the region. He divided his lands among 
his chieftains and other officials. As a result Sürghan (Soyurghan), the 
son of Chupan born from the sister of Abū Sa‘td (1316-1336) Sātī Bek, 
became a governor of Qarabagh replacing on the post Muhammad Kushchi.? 
His parents married in AH 719 (1319), so he must have been a young man 
aged 20 when he was assigned to the province. Sürghàn retained his 
positions in Qarabagh even after the death of Abū Sa'id in 1336. With a 
purpose to gain political benefits, Sürghan opposed the local Oirats and 
made an alliance with Arpa Ke'un khan (1336), a grandson of Toluy.’ 
In the battle near Maragha the army of Arpa khan was defeated by ‘Alī 
Padshah of Diyar Bakr, while Sürghan had to flee to Georgia for a while. 
He changed his attitude towards Oirats and made an alliance with their 
leader Hajjt Taghay, the ruler of Diyar Bakr after the death of ‘Alt Padshah, 
offering by this his obedience to the Jalayirid Hasan. In the reign of 
the Ilkhānid Muhammad (1337-1338), a puppet khan under Jalayirids, 
Sürghan controlled Qarabagh, being also successful enough in expanding 
his influence as far as Georgia. But the most profitable time for Sürghan 
was the period when the Jalayirids put Sati Bek (1339-1340), on the 
Ikhanid throne. Sürghan enjoyed his power over Qarabagh till the very end 
of the reign of Sulayman khan (1341-1344) when he joined anti-IIkhanid 
faction in face of the amirs Hajji Hamza, Shaykh Chupan Aqtachi and 
Husayn Isfar. In 1344 Sürghàn was killed by Jalayirids who supported 
Sulayman khan. Being under pressure by local amirs, Sulayman appointed 
to Qarabagh a certain Hajji Ya'qüb-Shah.* However, very soon Malik Ashraf, 
another Chupanid pretender for the Ilkhanid heritage, defeated his rivals 
and seized Qarabagh for himself. There he was visited by Kawüs ibn Kay 
Qubadh, the lord of Shirwan and Shamakht, who expressed his loyalty to 
the new ruler of Qarabagh and Arràn.? 

After a formal end of the Ilkhanid era in the Near East and the campaign 
of the Jüjid khan Jani Bek (1342-1357) southwards, Qarabagh was seized 
by a warlord Akhi Jüq. This stayed in Qarabagh for a winter season of 
AH 758/9 (1357/8).'? During this period Qarabagh was administered by 
Akhi Jüq's governors Amir-Shah and Gékchek Pir Husayn until these 
were not defeated by the aforementioned Kawüs ibn Kay Qubadh who 


> MELVILLE, 1999, p. 38. 

6 TARIKH-I GUZIDA, 1913, p. 149. 

7 Hàriz-1 ABRU, 2011, p. 149. 

8 Hariz-1 ABRU, 2011, pp. 149, 176. 

? HAFIZ-1 ABRO, 2011, pp. 182-183. 

10 AL-AHRI, 1954, p. 79; HAriz-I ABRU, 2011, pp. 192, 195. 
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temporarily seized Qarabagh and attached it to his possessions in Shirwan. 
Akhi Jüq restored his control over Qarabagh after the battle near Arak's 
where he defeated Kawüs and according to a peace agreement made him 
to retreat to Shirwan.!! In Sha‘ban AH 759 in the battle with Jalayirid 
Shaykh Uways (1356-1374) Akhi Jüq was defeated and had to flee to 
Naxijevan. In the month of Ramadhan he was caught and brought to 
Tabriz to the sultan. However, Shaykh Uways gave him ‘aman and sent 
to Qarabagh. Being supported by local Qarabagh forces, Akhi Jüq soon 
rebelled against Uways. In AH 760 (1359) Akhi Jüq and some other pow- 
erful amirs like ‘Ali Piltàn were arrested and soon executed.'” The region 
now came under Jalayirid control. Shaykh U ways, following the example 
of his father, also had his winter quarters in Qarabagh. The exception was 
the winter of 1360/1 when Shaykh Uways was forced to leave urgently 
Qarabagh for Ujan because of the epidemics of plague broken out in 
Qarabagh.!? It is worth of noting that the plague in Qarabagh coincided 
chronologically with the second pandemics that raged throughout Europe 
in 1360. 

However, another trouble soon rose in face of a newly created alliance 
of rulers of Shirwan and Darband who had a view on Qarabagh too. It 
seems as if Shirwanshah Kawüs ibn Kay Qubadh (1348-ca. 1372/8) 
occupied Qarabagh between 1361 and 1367. At least, in AH 766 (1364/5) 
sultan Uways was about to campaign to Qarabagh to fight Kawüs, but 
had to change his plans due to some reasons. In AH 768 (1367) Kawüs 
twice invaded into Qarabagh; as a result he made there destructions and 
removed some local population to Shirwan. Uways answered in sending 
thither one of his noyons named Bayram-Bek. This invaded Shirwan, 
plundered the lands of the Shirwanshah and besieged the fortress where 
Kawis had found a shelter. Soon Kawüs surrendered to Bayram-Bek who 
took him in bondages to Uways. Thus, the rebellion was suppressed, while 
Hajji Faramurz and Hajjt Faridün were sent by the sultan to the north to 
rule over the territories lying between Shirwan and Darband.'* 

In Shawwal AH 776 (March 1375) the Muzaffarid Shah Shuja* (1358— 
1364) marched to Adharbayjan and seized Tabriz. He sent his relative 
Shah Mansür with 2000 horsemen to Qarabagh with a task to take it for 
himself. With the absorption of Muzaffarid territories by Tamerlane in 


11. AL-AHRI, 1954, p. 79. 

12 HAriz-1 ABRO, 2011, pp. 195-197. 

13 HAriz-1 ABRU, 2011, p. 198. 

1^ Hariz-1 ABRU, 2011, pp. 199—201. 

15 'TARIKH-I GUZIDA, 1913, pp. 189-190. 
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1393, Qarabagh came under control of the Qara Qoyünlü Turkmens. Evi- 
dence of sources supports the possession of Qarabagh by Qara Yüsuf of 
the Qarà Qoyünlü confederation as early as in 1392.!6 Their rule in the 
region was interrupted by subsequent invasions of Tamerlane in 1399 and 
1402." During this period and till 1404 Tamerlane's court was stationed 
in Qarabagh for winter time.!? In 1408 his son Shahrikh assumed a con- 
trol over Qarabagh after the death of Miranshah, the eldest heir of Tamer- 
lane. Shahrükh's arrivals in Qarabagh in 1419-1422 onwards was well 
documented by contemporary sources. '? Qarabagh was ultimately seized 
by Uzun Hasan of the Aq Qoyünlü clan from the last Qarà Qoyünlü ruler 
Hasan ‘Ali and surviving Timürid rivals in 1467.?? This enabled estab- 
lishment in Qarabagh of the Ahmadlü (,!1.+!) clan of Turkmens that 
survived in the region till the Safawid times.?! In the 17" century the 
territories of Qarabagh and Ganja constituted a joint Safawid beklarbek 
district,” while Safawid shahs used to have their residences on the pas- 
tures of Qarabagh too.” 


Coin evidence. The numismatic evidence on the history of Qarabagh is 
rather obscure.?^ Only two variations for double dirhams struck at Qarabagh 
(è LLS) in AH 748 (1347/8) and 750 (1349/50) can be attested so far. 
These coins bear the name of the Ilkhānid sultan Anūshirwān (1344— 
1357). We disagree with Judith Kolbas who stated that the K*ur-Arak's 
cities were very Turkish (in the meaning of the city's population?), mean- 
while the mint of Qarabagh was a Turkish centre.” The population of 
Qarabagh did undoubtedly include a Turkish enclave alike, but this fact 
had nothing to do with activities of the locally organized mint producing 


16 HAFIz-I ABRU, 2011, p. 254. 

17 SÜMER, 1992, pp. 60, 63, 66, 70 etc. 

1$ Y Azpi, 2008, pp. 114-115, 256-259, 326 etc. 

1? MEcoPEC'1, 1860, p. 87; MANR ZAMANAKAGRUT'YUNNER, 1956, p. 515; Woops, 
1999, p. 48; MANZ, 2007, p. 34. 

2 Kuuwii, 1957, p. 22. 

?! Woops, 1999, p. 184. The founder of the clan was Ahmad Bek Ahmadlü, an ally 
and supporter of Uzun Hasan in Adharbayjan. 

22 DaAVRIZEC'I, 1988, p. 98; ANSARI, 1991, p. 27. 

23 SISTANI, 2000, p. 397. 

? Coins of the “bow type" with the mint-name “Qarabagh” could have been struck 
in the AH 630s (VARDANYAN, 2007, p. 19), though none of those coins can chronologically 
be verified with certainty. An emission of Mongol coins with a horseman is attested for 
AH 642 for the mint of Lajin which was located in Qarabagh (SEIFEDDINI, 1971, pp. 115— 
121; VARDANYAN, 2007, p. 11). 

?5 KorBas, 2006, p. 112. 
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coins according to a general Ilkhanid standard. On the contrary, Alexander 
Akopyan suggested that local coinage at Qarabagh could have been organ- 
ized and then controlled by Ivane II of the Vac'utian princely family 
centered at Xoxanaberd.”° Without any doubt, the Vac'utian lord Ivane 
II stood in a direct relationship with the local Mongol ruling elite. From 
sources we know during that period Arran belonged to the Chupanid Malik 
Ashraf who had seized Qarabagh in AH 746 (1345/6).?' Malik Ashraf then 
divided Adharbayjan, ‘Irāq-i ‘Ajam, Arran, Mughan, some parts of Geor- 
gia and Kurdistan between his officials. There is evidence in the sources 
that the winters of AH 748 (1347/8)—751 (1350) Malik Ashraf spent in 
Qarabagh.?? Accordingly, an emission of coins inscribed with the mint- 
name “Qarabagh” and dated AH 748 and 750 was very likely a preroga- 
tive of Malik Ashraf, though it could also be controlled by local Armenian 
nobility with accepting Mongols their overlords. 


1. Qarabagh, AR double dirham, AH 748, Ilkhans, Anüshirwan. 


Obv.: In circle: «Se we N ol c5 gl Job) N ole. 

Around: ZU. 3 pep 4$ 06S ie — (sic!) FL cou 

Rev.: Within niche: ali J ge \ Jue 4h Y1 4 Y. Below the names of 
four Orthodox caliphs. 





Ref.: Stephen Album's Rare Coins Auction 17, 2013, lot 792 (1,21 g). 


2. Qarabagh, AR double dirham, AH 750, Ilkhans, Anüshirwan. 


Oby.: Within oval: a. s+ \ ole. Between the lines sultan's name 
in Uyghur script. Around: Exo g D T (sic!) pU v 
Rev.: Within square: 4l J p) N Aca \ al) YI a) V. Four Orthodox 
caliphs in segments. 


26 AKOPYAN, 2013, p. 56. 
27 AL-AHRI, 1954, p. 72. 
28 HAFIZ-I ABRU, 2011, pp. 185, 187-188. 
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Ref.: Stephen Album's Rare Coins Auction 18, 2014, lot 720 (1,18 g). 


3. Qarabagh, AR double dirham, AH 752, Ilkhans, Anüshirwan. 
Obv.: Within hexagon: ¢ | 3\ «Sle We N oly nt gil N OBLI N co pe. 
In segments: Us — (ua — qu — daw — gb abs 
Rev.: In centre: ll J guy N dam \ al) YI a Y. Four Orthodox caliphs 
around it. 








Ref.: Farbod Mosanef coll. (1,22 g). 


However, Qarabagh was not the only mint in the region that produced 
coins in the IIkhanid period. The coins according to a standard Ilkhanid 
type were also struck at a mint of Gulistawan/Kulistawan (215: 5/51 gt), 
though hitherto identified neither historically nor geographically. Alexan- 
der Akopyan suggested that the mint of Gulistawan/Kulistawan could have 
been located somewhere in the north-eastern Armenia which however was 
out of control of Armenian princely houses.?? Basing on evidence of single 
coin finds and distribution of mints in hoards one may carefully suggest 
that the mints of Gulistawan and Qarabagh could have been located in the 
close neighborhood to each other. 

Another place for striking coins in the province could have been a mys- 
terious mint of Qara Aghaj. It seems as if there were several settlements 
called Qara Aghaj whereas one of them located in the vicinity of Aqshehir 
and Sa‘idshehir in Anatolia.?? The coins of the mint of Qara Aghaj are 


2 AKOPYAN, 2013, p. 56. 
30 UZUNÇARŞILI, 2011, pp. 13, 65. 
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attested for the late IIkhanid and then Jalayirid periods?! In one hoard 
found in the Norq district of modern Yerevan in 2011 there were several 
dozens of coins from the mint of Qara Aghaj (mostly inscribed on coins 
as either - Và or c ll 3) dated AH 746 and 747. 


4. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, AH 738, Ilkhans, Muhammad Khan. 


Obv.: In centre: 455 , aK N al abs Jas N Jol! oL. 
Around: ZU — opal oui — à È ce - pe 





Rev.: In centre: 4l Spy NAA \ a) Vial Y. Around the names of 
four Orthodox caliphs. 





Ref.: Bennett, 2014, no. 436. 


5. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, ca. AH 739 — 740, Ilkhans, Sati 
Bek. 


Obv.: Within hexafoil: «Kl 4 we Vole Sy ale \ Jol) ole, 





In segments: ux; 3 — ..... Tum als —— 
Rev.: In circle: ll I J Y. In outer segments: à I= py — (0 43 — 
dow, 


The names of four Orthodox caliphs in the most external sections. 





Ref.: Zeno, no. 125477. 


31 DILER, 2009, pp. 920-921. 
9? On some coins discussed in this article the mint-name was inscribed without the last 
“alif” in form of e 


162 A. VARDANYAN ET G. MARGARYAN 


6. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, AH 745, Ilkhans, Anüshirwan. 
Obv.: In stylized diamond: as We N olg nd gil N Jobe! ole. 
In segments: Sus 9 — cpr)! 3 vg Au — cM Oe 
Rev.: In diamond: 4l J Jaw \deaoee \ a) I adi Y. Four Orthodox caliphs 
in outer segments. 





Ref.: Zeno, no. 116915; Lang, 1955, no. 49. 


7. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, AH 746, IIlkhans, Anüshirwan. 
Obv.: In stylized diamond: «Xl. w+ \ a gee \ ee ene 
In segments: SU. 3 — qu) s 


Rev.: In diamond: 4l Qe) N AA N a) Yi an Y. Tour Orthodox 
caliphs in outer segments. 








Ref.: Zeno, no. 92251 (1,10 g). 


8. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, AH 746, Ilkhans, Anüshirwaàn. 
Obv.: In centre: aXe We N Jaldi 2USL.JI. The name of the sultan in 
Uyghur script between the lines. 

Around: $us 9— cuml 9 $— (sic!) e — 
Rev.: In form of triangular is written: 4 Spy da a Yr a Y. 
Inside the names of the four Orthodox caliphs, with “Ali in centre of 
composition. 








Ref.: Zeno, nos. 11898 (1,40 g) and 11923 (1,40 g); Lang, 1955, no. 48. 
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9. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, AH 748, Ilkhans, Anüshirwan. 


Obv.: In stylized diamond: aXe we N oly i gil \ Job! Ua. 

In segments: Mae g — uu f gi Re ie OLS ie cu cou 
Rev.: In diamond: 4l Jy.) N tee N all V! a) Y. Four Orthodox 
caliphs in outer segments. 





Ref.: Zeno, no. 138402. 


10. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, AH 750, Ilkhans, Anüshirwan. 
Obv.: Within oval: «i. we \ obli. Between the lines sultan's 
name in Uyghur script. 

Around: lian 4 Due — AL cel wre 


Rev.: Within square: 4l J p N Aca \ al) YI ai) Y. Four Orthodox 
caliphs in outer segments. 





Ref.: Stephen Album's Rare Coins Auction 17, 2013, lot 801 (1,23 g); 
Lang, 1955, no. 50. 


11. Qara Aghaj, AR double dirham, AH 75x, Ilkhàns, Anüshirwan. 
Obv.: Within hexagon: «Qe Us N oly 5 sl \ 0U2L.JI. Between the 
lines TENE Cpe. 

In segments the date formula. 
Rev.: In circle: 4l J e N Jo \ a) VI JI Y. Four Orthodox caliphs 
in outer segments. 


Ref.: Lang, 1955, no. 51 (1,18 g). 


A Qarabagh — Baylaqàn connection. During the IIlkhanid and then 
late Mongol periods Qarabagh profited much from its both geographical 
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location and special ecological conditions. Qarabagh was a province 
where a royal military camp (urdit) was stationed since the times of amir 
Chupan, i.e. early 14 century.?? On the other hand, a soft local micro- 
climate with scorching air, canals with fresh water and healing sources, 
as well as rich pastures made Qarabagh a comfortable place for spending 
the winter time.?^ This is also confirmed by diaries of some European 
travelers who stayed in or passed through Qarabagh in the beginning 
of the 15 century.” It attracted the attention of not only local Muslim 
ruling elite but also contemporary sultans. The Ikhanid sultans spent their 
winter in Qarabagh nearly every year, while Ghazan Mahmud (1295— 
1304) was even crowned there as sultan on 23"! of Dhū’l Hijja AH 694 
(3 of Nov. 1295).? The importance of that place is highlighted in the 
beautiful gasidas devoted to the IIlkhanid sultan Abū Saʻīd whose heart 
belonged to Qarabagh.? The Chupanid Malik Ashraf and Sürghàn, 
Akhi Jüq, the Jalayirids Hasan-i Büzürg, Shaykh Uways, Ahmad and 
other royal highest ranks spent winter in Qarabagh too.** A tradition 
of spending winter in Qarabagh is also attested for the early and mid- 
15" century.?? There is evidence that both Tamerlane and his son Miranshah 
had their winter quarters in Qarabagh.*° The descendants of Tamerlane, 
Shahrükh and then Abi Sa‘id used to pass the winter in Qarabagh too.“ 

There is no unity among scholars on the meaning of the word “Qarabagh”’. 
Some scholars suggested that “Qarabagh” could mean “Black garden” but 
these were indirect proves.” The literary sources composed prior to the end 
of the 13* century lack the name of Qarabagh at all, therefore one can sug- 
gest that that place had been previously known by its old domestic name. 
The first mention on Qarabagh is met in regard to establishing there of the 
Oirats, who belonged to a mixed Türkic-Mongol tribal confederation that 
spoke various Türkic dialects. The narrative sources confirm that their lan- 
guage was rather distinct from what Mongols from other places spoke.? 


33 MELVILLE, 1999, p. 25. 

34 Kuuwii, 1957, 78, p. 107. 

35 SCHILTBERGER, 1869, p. 86; DE CLAVIJO, 2009, pp. 105, 275—276. 

36 RASHID AL-DIN, vol. III, p. 166. 

37 HAFIZ-1 ABRU, 2011, p. 117. Qarabagh was one of the favorable places of Abū Sa‘id. 
He died in Qarabagh during his campaign against the Jüjid khan Ozbek in 1336. 

38 HAFIZ-I ABRU, 2011, pp. 132, 170, 176, 179. 

39 KHUNII, 1957, p. 89. 

*0 pg CLAVIJO, 2009, pp. 78, 94; IBN ‘ARABSHAH, 2007, p. 105. 

^! SCHILTBERGER, 1867, p. 110; UZUNÇARŞILI, 2011, p. 192. 

42 See editorial notes by Sanders and Minorsky to IBN ‘ARABSHAH, 2007, p. 169 and 
KHUNH, 1957, p. 22 respectively. 

^5 HAFIZ-I ABRU, 2011, p. 195. 
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Having arrived in to Qarabagh, Oirats could have been astonished by local 
landscape so that they called that place *Qarabagh". According to the 
14 century historian al-‘Umari, the word “Qarabagh” was of a Türkic 
origin and meant “Black garden" due to its black ground (!). He also 
added that Qarabagh had big villages, fresh air, healing water and numer- 
ous pastures. Both the sultan court (urdii) and the residences of amirs and 
other noblemen were located there.“ 

In the sources, the name of Qarabagh does frequently appears as a part 
of combination *Qarabagh of Arran” or “Qarabagh within Arran".? The 
purpose for mentioning Qarabagh in this manner apparently purposed to 
avoid any confusion with Qarabagh located somewhere else. For instance, 
there was a province of the same name located in Afghanistan, and 
there could be a place called Qarabagh in the vicinity of Shiraz." On the 
other hand, this could be a way to highlight that Qarabagh was consider- 
ably smaller place within the province of Arran. 
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From the map published in London in ca. 1742.8 


44 AL-*UMARI, 1968, p. 149, Facs. p. 87. 

45 RASHID AL-DIN, vol. III, pp. 104, 166, 188; AL-AHRI, 1954, p. 150; Hariz-1 ABRU, 
2011, pp. 85, 103, 132, 149, 171, 196, 198. 

46 LE STRANGE, 1966, 413ft. 

47 Y Azpi, 2008, p. 260. 

48 NAXUEVAN. Maps, 2012, p. 6. 


166 A. VARDANYAN ET G. MARGARYAN 


According to the sources, Qarabagh was the capital of Arran while its 
frontier was the River of Arak's.? Qarabagh of the 14" century should be 
distinguished from both Mughan and Naxijevan since these both appear 
in the contemporary sources by their own names. The late 14" century 
historian Ibn Khaldün placed Qarabagh between Adharbayjan and Bab 
al-Abwab (Darband), though it seems he was not sure with the proper way 
of transcribing the word “Qarabagh”.°° Barthold was the first who identi- 
fied the medieval Qarabagh with the Armenian region of P'aytakaran, i.e. 
the region where the rivers Arak‘s and K‘ur meet each other.?! P‘aytakaran 
was not only the name of the region but also the way how Armenians 
called the city of Baylaqan located in the centre of the province. Accord- 
ing to some earlier sources, Baylaqàn was at a distance of 14 farsakhs 
from Barda‘a (Arm. Partav).? After the decay of Barda‘a, Baylaqan 
became the capital of Arran.? Still in the 10* century Ibn Hauqal 
described Baylaqan as a wonderful city which was full of waters, trees, 
fruit gardens and mills.°* A geographical work compiled by AH 372 / 
982 AD testified that Baylaqan was a small pleasant town famous for its 
textile and other goods.?? In some later sources, Baylaqàn is described as 
a place where the winter is wonderful, being neither cold, nor too warm, 
and where the royal residences were located.? Despite in AH 617 (1220/1) 
Baylaqan was destroyed by Mongols, the inhabitants soon returned to 
the city and restored it." According to Hamdallah Qazwini, the city was 
already in ruins when he visited the site around 1340.58 This, however, 


4 Qazwini, 1919, p. 173. 

50 [BN KHALDUN, vol. V, pp. 601, 609. In his work the word “Qarabagh” is written as 
either £ uU or dul j. This can be apparently explained by a fact that Ibn Khaldün worked in 
the far away Tunis and was therefore unaware of a true transliteration used for that geo- 
graphical place. 

5! BARTHOLD, 1903, p. 214. 

52 IBN KHURDADHBEH, 1889, p. 122. 

53 LE STRANGE, 1966, pp. 178-179. 

54 [BN HAUQAL, 1939, p. 349. 

55 HUDÜD AL-'ALAM, 1982, p. 144. 

96 * AJA'IB AL-DUNYA, 1993, pp. 190-191. 

57 Y AQUT AL-HAMAWI, vol. V, p. 533. The area lying in the vicinity of Baylaqàn was 
important for Mongols even after the destructive campaign of 1220/1. During the early 
campaigns in to Armenia and Shirwan, it is said, Mongols used to hide their treasuries in 
the fortified place called Belamej (PAymwif9) located between Barda‘a and Baylaqan 
(GANJAKEC'I, 1961, pp. 202-203). 

58 OAZWINI, 1919, p. 92. In contrast to Qazwini’s account that in his days Baylaqan no 
longer existed, Mirkhwand wrote that during the reign of Abū Sa^id, Baylaqan and Qarabagh 
were in the possession of Chupan (MIRKHWAND, 1851, p. 128). Apparently, Mirkhwand, who 
completed his narration in the 15" century, referred to the city already after Tamerlane had 
rebuilt it in the beginning of that century. 
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comes to contradict numismatic evidence reflected in the emission of 
Baylaqan coins struck in the name of the late IIkhanid sultans Abū Sa‘id, 
Sulayman and Anüshirwan.?? A Spanish ambassador Ruy de Clavijo, who 
stayed at the court of Tamerlane in 1403-1406, evidenced that Tamer- 
lane did regularly spent the winter in Qarabagh. Some time after he 
ordered to rebuild the city of Baylaqan which had already a population of 
20.000 settled folk.°° 
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From Le Strange G., The Lands ...., Cambridge, 1966. 





According to some contemporary sources, in the late IIkhanid period 
there was a “Qarabagh road" connecting Bajarwan and Qarabagh of Arran 
and passing through the villages of ‘Alt Beg and Bakrabad. Another route 
was taking from Qarabagh to Ganja and its length was 19 farsakhs.9! It 
included the settlements Har, Gharq, Labandan and Bazarchüq till Barda‘a 
and then Jüzbiq, Dih Isfahani, Khanqah Shutur lying on the way to Ganja.” 
On one map published in London in the 18" century, the village of Bazarchüq 
was placed in the vicinity of Barda‘a. According to Qazwini, Bazarchtiq 


5 Diler lists a few dates for Baylaqan coins struck in the late Ilkhanid epoch. He 
mainly quotes M. Seifeddini's book on the Ilkhānid coins (Baku, 1968) and the Tübingen 
collection in Germany (DILER, 2009, p. 348). 

6 pg CLAVIJO, 2009, p. 279; YazpI, 2008, p. 320. Tamerlane may have recovered 
Baylaqan during his winter stay of 1403/4 (MANz, 2007, p. 83). 

9! QAZWINI, 1919, p. 173. 

62 QAZWINI, 1919, pp. 173-174. 
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lied at a distance of 4 farsakhs (ca. 20 km.) from Barda‘a. This evidence 
supports Barthold's idea that Qarabagh of medieval sources should be located 
in the Arak's-K'ur watershed, a place otherwise known as P'aytakaran 
province with the centre in Baylaqan city. Thus, Qarabagh was located to 
the north-west from the province of Müghan, a place famous for its summer 
residences. In the eastern direction Qarabagh bordered with Syunik* (Sisajan) 
and then Naxijevan regions. There was a road passing through Sisajan to 
Qarabagh in the 14" century.“ At the same time, the Bridges of Xudafirin 
lying over Arak‘s connected Tabriz and Qarabagh by land. 


12. Baylaqan, AR double dirham, AH 74x, Ilkhans, Sulayman Khan. 
Obv.: In circle: «<b al] ale \ Olas Jolt \ oll. 
In marginal section: ha~ 4 cn s es dw 3 Olay cou 


Rev.: In circle: «li J lo) N uoa N a) YI a1 Y. Four Orthodox caliphs 
in outer segments. 





Ref.: Zeno, no. 87946 (1,74 g). 


13. Baylaqan, AR double dirham, AH 746, Ilkhans, Anüshirwan. 


Obv.: In centre: aXe We NoUsL.JI. Between the lines sultan’s name 
in Uyghur script. 
In segments: Use 3 — xl jo daw a ve 


Rev.: In form of triangular is written: 4h J le) — — a Vi ai N. 
Inside the names of the four Orthodox caliphs wn Į placed in the 
centre. ! 





Ref.: Zeno, no. 71490 (1,40 g). 


6 BARTHOLD, 1903, p. 214. 
9* OAZWINI, 1372, p. 109. 
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On localization of Qara Aghaj. Another point of this article is a prob- 
able localization of the mysterious place called Qara Aghaj which seems 
was important enough for having own coinage in the late Ilkhānid period. 
There is no unity among the scholars how this place should be localized. 
Thus, Kirk Bennett, maintaining David Lang's earlier concept on Qara 
Aghaj’s localization in Kakheti® considered all known to him Qarà Aghaj 
coins as Georgian.® The author, however, brings no literary or any other 
evidence to explain his decision, nor has he any further discussion on the 
topic. Georgian sources confirm the existence of a settlement Qara Aghaj 
which had some Georgian population in the early 17" century," but was 
this indeed the settlement which had a mint as well? Although there might 
be several places in the Caucasus called Qara Aghaj, it seems only one 
produced coins in the late Mongol period. According to the 19" century 
military reports there was another settlement called Qara Aghaj in the vicin- 
ity of Shamakhi in Caucasus,9 and this was evidently the same place allo- 
cated by sources between Shirwan and Tabriz,” i.e. well to the east from 
Georgian Kingdom. This might be identical with Qara Aqaj (œ lls) men- 
tioned in Persian sources as a place lying on the road taking from Sultānpūr 
to Naxijevan.® We are not certain with Sultānpūr’s proper location, which 
could be in Iranian Adharbayjan or elsewhere in the north-west Iran, at any 
event beyond the borders of Georgian Kingdom. Finally, there was a place 
called Qara Aghaj on the river Sakkàn in the Fars province,"! but this site 
could hardly be identified with the mint of Qara Aghaj under discussion. 

In our attempts to identify this Qarà Aghaj we turned to the evidence of 
contemporary literary narrations and coins. Thus, in 1487 the Aq Qoyünlü 
ruler Ya'qüb visited Qara Aghaj and stayed there over the winter because 
of a plague epidemic broken out in the neighborhood of Tabriz.’ In 
1490 Ya'qüb died because of the epidemics that reached Qarabagh from 
Adharbayjan.” According to sources, Qara Aghaj became a place where 
Ya'qüb was buried” meanwhile there is another proof by Armenian literary 


$5 LANG, 1955, pp. 67, 71. 

$6 BENNETT, 2014, pp. 183-197. 

97 MELIKSET-BEK, 1936, vol. II, p. 141. 

68 ZAMBAUR VON, 1968, p. 191. 

© HISTOIRE, 1861, p. 169. 

7 HASAN-I ROMLO, vol. II, p. 973. 

71 Lg STRANGE, 1966, p. 252. 

12 KHuNii, 1957, p. 107. In fact, a case of the plague was recorded for a small village 
Lala, to the south-west from Tabriz. 

73 Woops, 1999, p. 145. 

14 KHUNiI, 1957, pp. 89, 111, 123. Ya'qüb's body was soon transported to Tabriz and 
buried at the Nasriya mosque (ibid., 111). 
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sources that Ya‘qiib was buried in Qarabagh.”> Another hint on the probable 
localization of Qara Aghaj derives from etymological observations. The 
meaning of the name “Qara Aghaj” (turk. Black/plane trees, arm. [d Lgf)'6 
suggests an area with rich forests predominantly with black plane trees 
(firs)." In Khunjr's narration there is mention that there were Qara Aghaj 
forests in Qarabagh. Indeed, the region of Arran, especially the territories 
constituting a corner where Arak's and K‘ur meet each other, was very 
famous for its forests. This region coincided with the historical province of 
P'aytakaran and mentioned in Asxarac'oyc', an the Armenian medieval 
geographical work ascribed to Anania Sirakac‘i and composed before the 
Arab invasions.’* It is worth noting that the name “P‘aytakaran” is a com- 
bination of the word “p‘ayt” (wood) and “karan” (borderland) deriving 
from the old Median language. Still in the Achaemenid period the region 
was famous for its forests." 

From the late Ilkhanid period a large emission of silver coins struck at 
Qara Aghaj dated AH 738-750s is attested. Such coins are frequently found 
in the modern provinces of Syunik* and Qarabagh. In the aforementioned 
hoard found in Yerevan in 2011 there were 41 coins of Qara Aghaj that 
represented four different types with two variations for writing the mint- 
name Qara Aghaj. These coins represented the largest group of coins in 
the hoard while other coins were distributed by some 20 other mints where 
the coins of Alakir (Elegiz in Vayk* region of Armenia) represented the 
second largest group with 35 specimens. The statistics of the hoard pro- 
vides evidence that the coins of Qara Aghaj may have been produced in 
the area surrounded by Shakki, Shirwan and Syunik‘. Of course, we still 
miss direct proves for a precise allocation of Qara Aghaj, but the available 
evidence may speak in favor of a hypothesis that the place called Qara 
Aghaj of the late Mongol epoch could have been located in the close vicin- 
ity of Arran, if not in Qarabagh region itself. 


75 MANR ZAMANAKAGRUT"YNNER, 1951, p. 194. 

76 See Qaraaghac in: DREVNETJURKSKII SLOVAR’, 1969, p. 424. Translation of the word 
“Aghaj” as “plane tree" is by V. Minorsky (KHUN/I, 1957, p. 108). It is worth noting that 
in the 17^ century the word Ataé (Uy) could mean not only a wood, but also a distance 
unit that was equal to one farsakh (ca. 6 km.) (AGULEC'I, 1938, pp. 7, 23). 

77 Such forests could be distinct in color from region to region. For instance, there were 
forests with red firs (cet Jë) in the vicinity of Ardabil (TIHRANI, 1993, p. 138; SISTANI, 
2000, p. 397). 

78 ASXARAC'UYC', 1963, p. 143. 

79 PERIXANJAN, 1982, p. 55. 
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